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DETAILED ACTION 



1 . In view of the Pre-Brief Conference request filed on 02/02/2009, PROSECUTION IS HEREBY 
REOPENED. New ground of rejection is set forth below. 

To avoid abandonment of the application, appellant must exercise one of the following two 

options: 

(1 ) file a reply under 37 CFR 1.111 (if this Office action is non-final) or a reply under 37 CFR 
1 .113 (if this Office action is final); or, 

(2) initiate a new appeal by filing a notice of appeal under 37 CFR 41 .31 followed by an appeal 

brief under 37 CFR 41 .37. The previously paid notice of appeal fee and appeal brief fee can be applied 

to the new appeal. If, however, the appeal fees set forth in 37 CFR 41 .20 have been increased since 

they were previously paid, then appellant must pay the difference between the increased fees and the 

amount previously paid. 

A Supervisory Patent Examiner (SPE) has approved of reopening prosecution by signing below: 
*** 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC §102 
2. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that form the basis 
for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 
A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by 
another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent 
granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by 
the applicant for patent, except that an international application filed under the treaty defined in 
section 351 (a) shall have the effects for purposes of this subsection of an application filed in the 
United States only if the international application designated the United States and was published 
under Article 21(2) of such treaty in the English language. 



3. Claims 1-25 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by Lazaris-Brunner et al. 
(US 6,498,922). 
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Consider claim 1, (Previously Presented) Lazaris-Brunner teaches a satellite-based monitoring, 
measurement or data collection system {see Lazaris-Brunner, the abstract), comprising: 

a monitoring, measurement or data collection system having a plurality of monitoring stations 
(4) for remote monitoring, measurement or data collection and for providing data, to respective 
computation centers (3) (see Lazaris-Brunner, figure 2, col 7 lines 1-55, regional prosramming 
resources 20 collect and transmit data to the satellite 10 which provides programs to receivers 16 
based on the receivers' interest/ requests); and 

a satellite system using at least one satellite (2) having an on-board processor for multiplexing 
up-link data received and broadcasting said multiplexed data in a down-link transmission (see Lazaris- 
Brunner, col 3 lines 25-55, col 6 lines 33-67, col 7 lines 1-55), wherein: 

said up-link data received by said satellite (2) comprises a digital channel corresponding to a 
respective one of said computation centers (3) (see Lazaris-Brunner, the abstract, col 7 lines 1-55); 

said respective computation center (3) is connected to a down-link adapter (7) connected to a 
receiver or group of receivers (6) (see Lazaris-Brunner, the abstract, col 7 lines 1-55, each respective 
receiver 16 is able to receive programs at its interest or its request); and 

said down-link adapted for extracting, from said down-link transmission, said digital channel 
corresponding only to the said respective computation center (3) (see Lazaris-Brunner, the abstract, 
col 7 lines 1-55, each respective receiver 16 is able to receive programs at its interest or its request). 

Consider claim 14, (Previously Presented) Lazaris-Brunner teaches a method for 
interconnecting elements of a monitoring, measurement or data collection using a satellite system {see 
Lazaris-Brunner, the abstract), comprising: 

remote monitoring, measurement or data collection by means of a plurality of monitoring 
stations (4) and providing data to respective computation centers (3) (see Lazaris-Brunner, figure 2, 
col 7 lines 1-55, regional programming resources 20 collect and transmit data to the satellite 10 which 
provides programs to receivers 16 based on the receivers' interest/ requests); and 

at least one satellite (2) of said system multiplexing up-link data by means of an on-board 
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processor and broadcasting said multiplexed data in down-link transmission (see Lazahs-Brunner, col 6 
lines 33-67, col 7 lines 1-55); 

transmitting a digital channel in said up-link data to said satellite (2), said channel 
corresponding to a respective computation center (3), said computation center (3) being connected to 
a down -link (7) connected to a satellite receiver or a group of satellite receivers (6) {see Lazaris- 
Brunner, figure 2, col 7 lines 1-55, regional programming resources 20 collect and transmit data to the 
satellite 10 which provides programs to receivers 16 based on the receivers' interest/ requests); and 

extracting from said down-link transmission, by said down-link, only said digital channel 
corresponding to the respective computation center (3) (see Ixaaris-Brunner, figure 2, col 7 lines 1-55, 
regional programming resources 20 collect and transmit data to the satellite 10 which provides 
programs to receivers 16 based on the receivers' interest/ requests). 

Consider claim 2, (Original) A system according to claim 1 , Lazaris-Brunner teaches wherein 
each of said monitoring stations (4) is connected through an up-link adapter (5) to the satellite up-link 
broadcasting station (1) (see Lazaris-Brunner, figure 2, col 7 lines 1-55, regional programming 
resources 20 collect and transmit data to the direct broadcasting satellite 10). 

Consider claim 3, (Previously Presented) A system according to claim 1, Lazaris-Brunner 
teaches wherein said satellite system is a digital direct broadcast satellite system {Lazaris-Brunner, col 
3 lines 30-55, col 4 lines 40-67). 

Consider claim 4, (Previously Presented) A system according to claim 1, Lazaris-Brunner 
teaches wherein at least one of said monitoring stations (4) has at least one channel from the up-link 
transmission allocated thereto {see Lazaris-Brunner, figure 2, col 7 lines 1-55, regional programming 
resources 20 collect and transmit data to the direct broadcasting satellite 10). 

Consider claim 5, (Original) A system according to claim 4, Lazaris-Brunner teaches wherein 
several remote channels, or several monitoring stations (4) are grouped together using sub-multiplexing 
channel capabilities of said digital direct broadcast satellite system {Lazaris-Brunner, col 3 lines 30-55, 
col 4 lines 40-67). 

Consider claim 6, (Previously Presented) A system according to claim 1, Lazaris-Brunner 
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teaches wherein a monitoring station (4) has a receiver for synchronizing message transmission using 
data extracted from said down-link channel multiplex content {Lazahs-Brunner, col 6 lines 33-67, a 
hub station communicates with other program sources). 

Consider claim 7, (Previously Presented) A system according to claim 1, Lazaris-Brunner 
discloses wherein time and/or date is broadcast to said down-link adapters (7), and optionally to said 
digital direct broadcast satellite receivers (6) {Lazaris-Brunner, col 7 lines 1-55, receivers receive 
program data such as news, sports information, regional program data from sources). 

Consider claim 8, (Original) Lazaris-Brunner teaches a down-link adapter for extracting at 
least one channel from a down-link transmission as claimed in claim 1 {Lazaris-Brunner, col 3 lines 10- 
55, col 7 lines 1-13). 

Consider claim 9, (Original) Lazaris-Brunner teaches a down-link adapter according to claim 8 
for converting data framing from said satellite down-link data channel rate to message format and/or 
converting data rate to rate adapted to a cyclic data rate of said monitoring, measurement or data 
collection system {Lazaris-Brunner, col 3 lines 10-55, col 7 lines 1-13). 

Consider claim 10, (Previously Presented) Lazaris-Brunner teaches a down-link adapter 
according to claim 8 wherein said down-link adapter provides data to another adapter connected to a 
monitoring station (4) {Lazaris-Brunner, col 3 lines 10-55, col 7 lines 1-13). 

Consider claim 11, (Original) Lazaris-Brunner teaches an up-link adapter for converting signals 
received from a monitoring station (4) of a monitoring, measurement or data collection system, into 
signals suitable for digital up-link transmission as claimed in claim 2 {Lazaris-Brunner, col 3 lines 10-55, 
col 7 lines 1-13). 

Consider claim 12, (Original) Lazaris-Brunner teaches an up-link adapter according to claim 11 
for converting data message format from said monitoring station (4) to an up-link format of said 
satellite system and /or converting data rate to an uplink rate adapted to said satellite system {Lazaris- 
Brunner, col 3 lines 10-55, col 7 lines 1-13). 

Consider claim 13, (Previously Presented) Lazaris-Brunner teaches an up-link adapter 
according to claim 10 wherein said up- link adapter (5) receives data from another adapter such as a 
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down-link adapter (7) {Lcaahs-Brunner, col 3 lines 10-55, col 7 lines 1-13). 

Consider claim 15, (Original) Lazaris-Brunner teaches a method according to claim 14 wherein 
said up-link broadcasting station (1 ) performs up-link broadcasting of data received from an up-link 
adapter (5) connected thereto (see Lazaris-Brunner, figure 2, col 7 lines 1-55, regional programming 
resources 20 collect and transmit data to the satellite 10 which provides programs to receivers 16 
based on the receivers' interest/ requests). 

Consider claim 16, (Currently amended) Lazaris-Brunner teaches a method according to claim 
14 wherein said satellite system is a digital direct broadcast satellite system {Lazaris-Brunner, col 3 
lines 30-55, col 4 lines 40-67). 

Consider claim 17, (Original) Lazaris-Brunner teaches a method according to claim 14 wherein 
said broadcasting of the multiplexed data in down-link transmission is performed in time division 
multiplexing, TDM mode {Lazaris-Brunner, col 3 lines 10-16). 

Consider claim 18, (Original) Lazaris-Brunner teaches a method according to claim 14 wherein 
marker indexing is used in said down-link transmission as a synchronization signal {Lazaris-Brunner, col 
8 lines 25-27). 

Consider claim 19, (Original) Lazaris-Brunner discloses a method according to claim 18 wherein 
said synchronization is also used for sub-multiplexing up-link channels transmission (col 2 lines 10-47). 

Consider claim 20, (Original) Lazaris-Brunner discloses a method for Interconnecting adapters 
(5; 7) as in claim 13, wherein data is returned from a down-link adapter (7) to an up-link adapter (5) 
transferring time information and/or data information between said adapters (5; 7) {Lazaris-Brunner, 
col 7 lines 1-55, receivers receive program data such as news, sports information, regional program 
data from sources). 

Consider claim 21, (Previously Presented) Lazaris-Brunner discloses a method for use in the 
adapter of claim 12 wherein a data message is delayed before being put into a next frame generated at 
a digital direct broadcast satellite channel rate, using a frame produced faster than needed by the rate 
of monitoring, measurement or data collection, thus giving rise to a so-called marker frame carrying 
data such as timing data {Lazaris-Brunner, col 5 lines 55-67, col 6 lines 1-33, data information is 
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transmitted via different channels, being multiplexed in to bit streams with different data rates 
received at the digital broadcast satellite, being amplified and transmitted to downlinfcs). 

Consider claim 22, (Previously Presented) Lazaris-Brunner discloses a method for use in the 
adapter of claim 8 wherein data related to time and /or date is/are broadcast through a digital direct 
broadcast satellite system and wherein a frame received at a digital direct broadcast satellite channel 
rate, is converted into a message at a monitoring, measurement and data collection rate with the 
exception of a marker frame carrying data such as timing data {Lazaris-Brunner, col 7 lines 1-55, 
receivers receive program data such as news, sports information, regional program data from 
sources). 

Consider claim 23, (Original) l-azar1s-Brunner discloses A method according to claim 22 
v/herein said timing data is used for evaluating transit time or for providing time to any other unit 
connected thereto such as a display {Lazaris-Brunner, col 7 lines 1-67). 

Consider claim 24, (Original) Lazaris-Brunner discloses A method according to claim 23 
wherein a transit time of a message from a time instant it is transmitted from an up-Unk adapter until 
a time Instant it Is received by a down-link adapter through a digital direct broadcast satellite Is 
evaluated {Lazaris-Brunner, col 7 lines 1-67). 

Consider claim 25, (Original) Lazaris-Brunner discloses A method according to claim 13 
wherein a computation center (3) broadcasts through a digital direct broadcast satellite, to said 
monitoring stations (4) by means of an up-link adapter (5) incorporated therein and a monitoring 
station (4) having a down-link adapter (7) detects a channel specifically addressed thereto, providing 
data to said monitoring station, said data being usable for implementing a unicast, multicast or 
broadcast addressing scheme {Lazaris-Brunner, col 6 lines 33-67, col 7 lines s 1- 67, source stations, 
digital broadcasting satellite communicate and broadcasts programs to receiving stations via different 
channels). 
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Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the examiner 
should be directed to HUY C. HO whose telephone number is (571 )270-1108. The examiner can 
normally be reached on Monday - Friday, 8:00 a.m. - 5:00 p.m., EST. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's supervisor, 
Patrick Edouard can be reached on 571 -272-7603. The fax phone number for the organization where 
this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent Application 
Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications may be obtained 
from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished applications is available 
through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR system, see http:/ /pair- 
direct, uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the 
Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a USPTO 
Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information system, call 800-786-9199 (IN 
USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 

/Huy C Ho/ 

Examiner, Art Unit 2617 
/Patrick N. Edouard/ 

Supervisory Patent Examiner, Art Unit 2617 



